
Protecting and Celebrating
the Family

By Pas tor Da vid R. Barnhart

“And af ter I looked things over, I stood up and said
to the no bles, the of fi cials and the rest of the peo ple 
‘Don’t be afraid of them.  Re mem ber the Lord, who
is great and awe some, and fight for your broth ers,
your sons, your daugh ters, your wives and your
homes.’”  (Nehemiah 4:14)

od Him self es tab lished mar riage and the fam ily. 
Fam ily life should be cel e brated and cher ished. 
Aside from the gift of sal va tion through Je sus
Christ, the gift of fam ily should be our most trea -
sured ex pe ri ence on earth.  Each of us should be
do ing ev ery thing in his or her power to strengthen

and up hold tra di tional fam ily val ues.
The fam ily was, is and for ever shall re main the glue that

holds so ci ety to gether.  Strong fam i lies pro duce strong na -
tions.  A na tion can never be stron ger than its fam i lies, and
no na tion can long en dure if its fam i lies are not func tion ing
as they were in tended by the Cre ator.

War has been de clared on the Fam ily

Since the days of Adam and Eve, Sa tan has been do ing
ev ery thing in his power to de stroy the fam ily.  To day, lib er -
als and sec u lar hu man ists have de clared war on the tra di -
tional fam ily – fa ther, mother and chil dren.  The breakdown
in moral val ues and the grow ing ac cep tance of abor tion,

sex ual pro mis cu ity, the ho mo sex ual life style, same-sex mar -
riages and same-sex adop tions have set fam ily life on a
down ward spi ral in most west ern na tions.

It is a rare ex pe ri ence to find fam i lies to day that have not 
suf fered ca su al ties in this war.  You may have fam ily mem -
bers who are vic tims of these per ni cious as saults, or you
may even be a vic tim your self.  Sa tan and those who do his
bid ding are un leash ing at tacks against fam i lies in ways not
known be fore.  While Sa tan still em ploys all the usual
means – drugs, al co hol, por nog ra phy, greed, spousal abuse,
child abuse, hate, sex ual im mo ral ity and re bel lion – many of 
his at tacks are far more sub tle.  

To day, at tacks on our fam i lies are com ing di rectly into
our homes via the me dia’s pro voc a tive im ages and mes -
sages.  Children in pub lic schools are un der at tack by be ing
forced to learn what the sec u lar hu man ists have de signed for 
their re-ed u ca tion.  Gideons are no lon ger per mit ted to dis -
trib ute Bibles to chil dren in schools, but Planned Par ent -
hood rep re sen ta tives are al lowed to dis trib ute con doms and
sanc tion sex ual per ver sions and pro mote sex ual pro mis cu -
ity.

The school board in St. Lucie County, Florida, re cently
adopted an ex plicit sex-ed u ca tion cur ric u lum that in cludes
“how-to-do” les sons for stu dents as young as fourth grad ers
and a pro posed field trip in which they are asked to pur chase
con doms and talk about the ex pe ri ence.  Pas tor Bryan

Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation  !  May 2008

con tin ued on pg. 2

“The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” — I Thessalonians 5:8

EXPERIENCED SALVATION     CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP     SIMPLICITY IN WORSHIP

Morning Glory



2

Longworth, who is spear head ing op -
po si tion to this cur ric u lum, said ma -
te ri als pro vided dis cuss con doms and 
con tra cep tives 210 times, but men -
tion ab sti nence only 17 times.   Long -
worth said school board mem bers
were “fol low ing the rec om men da -
tions of Planned Par ent hood’s Mi -
chael Panella.”  Sim i lar pro grams are 
be ing in tro duced in schools across
the coun try.

In Mont gom ery County, Mary -
land, the school board in tro duced a
pro gram in which stu dents are taught
the vir tues of ho mo sex u al ity as well
as how to use con doms when en -
gaged in var i ous sex ual ac tiv i ties.  In
Boul der, Col o rado, stu dents were re -
quired to at tend a sem i nar in which
they were told to “have sex” and
“take drugs.”  A re cent school event
in Cal i for nia pro moted ho mo sex u al -
ity while ban ning par ents from at -
tend ing.  

Pub lic schools are in doc tri nat ing 
the re-ed u cat ing chil dren to ad opt
po lit i cally cor rect views con cern ing
mar riage, glob al ism, false re li gions
and to re ject the views of their par -
ents and churches.  Tra di tional fam -
ily life and val ues are be ing at tacked
through the in flu ence of so cial en gi -
neers who want to re move Judeo-
 Chris tian prin ci ples from all as pects
of pub lic life.  Any one who up holds
tra di tional bib li cal val ues is ac cused
of be ing a bigot.

At tacks on fam ily life are even
tak ing place in churches where moral 
is sues are no lon ger de ter mined by
bib li cal prin ci ples but rather by po si -
tion state ments drafted and passed at
church con ven tions.   Many church
lead ers to day are more in clined to
pro mote the po lit i cally cor rect teach -
ings of the sec u lar hu man ists than
they are to pro mote the teach ings of
the Bi ble.

Show your self in all re spects a
model of good works. Ti tus 2:7. 
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Rec og nize the dan gers.

When Nehemiah was en gaged in re build ing the walls of
Je ru sa lem, he faced what seemed like in sur mount able odds.  
The Jew ish peo ple, hav ing just re turned from Bab y lon, were 
out num bered by en e mies who plot ted against them night
and day.  Rub ble was ev ery where.  The sit u a tion seemed
hope less unto Nehemiah took ac tions based on bib li cal prin -
ci ples.  Those prin ci ples worked then, and they still work to -
day!

Fear not!

It is said the words “fear not” or their equiv a lent are
men tioned in Scrip ture 366 times – one for ev ery day of the
year and even one for leap year.  In or der to gain the up per
hand over the en emy, we must cast aside our fears.  The Bi -
ble says: “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the
world.” (1 John 4:4).  Let us also re mem ber the words of Paul:
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac cord ing
to the flesh, for the weap ons of our war fare are not of the
flesh but di vinely pow er ful for the de struc tion of for tresses.”
(2 Cor. 10:3-4).

When the King of Aram ap proached the city of Dothan
in or der to cap ture Elisha, his ser vant went out side only to
dis cover the city was com pletely sur rounded by a huge army 
with horses and char i ots.  “What shall we do?” he in quired. 
Elisha an swered:

“Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.”  Then Elisha prayed and said, “O
Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.”  And the Lord
opened the ser vant’s eyes and be hold, the moun tain was full
of horses and char i ots of fire all around Elisha (2Kings
6:15-17).

Chris tians to day need to get their eyes opened and start
speak ing out.  Like Nero who “fid dled while Rome burned,” 
many Chris tians busy them selves with count less ac tiv i ties
and re fuse to fo cus on the bat tles rag ing around them.  Some
Chris tians are in tim i dated by peers as well as by re li gious
and civic lead ers; oth ers re main si lent be cause they don’t
want to as sume re spon si bil ity or be branded as trou ble mak -
ers.  But as the en emy in creases the fe roc ity of his at tacks on
the fam ily, Chris tians need to cast aside their fears and stand
up for their fam i lies be fore it is too late!

Re mem ber the Lord

If our homes and fam i lies are to be se cure, we must “Re -
mem ber the Lord!”  The fore most re spon si bil ity of all par -
ents is to see their chil dren are bought up to know the Lord
Je sus Christ and have a liv ing re la tion ship with Him.  It
seems like such a sim ple mat ter, yet when left un done, this
spir i tual ne glect leaves chil dren un saved, as well as un pro -
tected from the en emy’s at tacks.

Par ents cannot give their chil dren what they them selves

do not pos sess.  If par ents do not have a liv ing re la tion ship
with Christ or if they fail to live out their faith daily, how can 
they ex pect to have a pos i tive influence on their chil dren? 
Children are usu ally turned off to spir i tual mat ters when a
poor ex am ple is be ing set by their par ents.

At tend a Bi ble-be liev ing Church

“Re mem bering the Lord” also means to wor ship in a Bi -
ble-be liev ing church where the Word of God is hon ored and
where sal va tion is pro claimed.  If you are not part of such a
church, wake up and take the ap pro pri ate ac tion now!  How
will you or your chil dren get saved and walk in the truth un -
less you are part of a church fel low ship where the full ness of 
God’s Word is both preached and clearly taught?

Par ents who think they can con tinue to wor ship in
churches where false doc trines and unbiblical prac tices are
pro moted fail to un der stand the dam age they are in flict ing
on them selves and their chil dren.  No Chris tian should wor -
ship in a church where the Bi ble is not fully ac cepted as the
in spired, in fal li ble and inerrant Word of God.  Those who do 
will ex pose their chil dren to great spir i tual dan ger.  The war
be ing waged to day against the fam ily is real and it must be
taken se ri ously.  Be ing part of a Bi ble-be liev ing church is
more es sen tial than ever be cause of the con stant bom bard -
ment of lies and de cep tions com ing from nearly ev ery part
of our so ci ety.

Teach your chil dren to love and re spect 
the Word of God

An es sen tial for pro tect ing our homes and fam i lies is to
help each fam ily mem ber to de velop a love for God and His
Word.  The Psalm ist de clared, “I will  not ne glect your
word” (119:16)  All too of ten the en emy is able to in fil trate
our homes be cause we have ne glected God’s Word.  The
Psalm ist asked, “How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By liv ing ac cord ing to your word.” (119:9)

As Nehemiah led the peo ple to re build the walls of Je ru -
sa lem, he called them to care fully lis ten to the read ing and
teach ing of God’s Word.  On one oc ca sion from early morn -
ing un til noon, men, women and chil dren stood weep ing as
the Scrip tures were read to them.  They were bro ken and
hum bled by their sin and by God’s un fail ing mer cies to
them…

Excerpt taken from ‘The Vine and Branches’
(Spring, 2008)



Instructors of the Young
Ti tus 2:4-5

Many churches have made the mis take of rel e gat ing se -
nior saints to a place of rel a tive un im por tance. Though they
pos sess a tre men dous wealth of knowl edge and re sources
avail able to help youn ger be liev ers in the prac ti cal ity of
their daily Chris tian walk, their ex pe ri ence and guid ance, in
large mea sure, re main un tapped. It is, there fore, with great
in ter est that we lis ten to the words of Paul in Ti tus 2:1-3 as
he in structs con cern ing the life and min is try of older saints.  
In a ju di cious man ner (vv. 4-5), the old apos tle gives to the
“aged women” the re spon si bil ity of teach ing the youn ger
women how to be suc cess ful wives, moth ers and house keep -
ers and, in turn, ob li gates the youn ger women to lis ten and
obey.  Re mem ber – the Chris tian home was a to tally new
thing, a new con cept to the young women in the first cen tury 
who had been saved out of pa gan ism.  They had to be come
ac cus tomed to a new set of pri or i ties and priv i leges.  Some,
with un saved hus bands, would need spe cial en cour age ment.  
So, Paul in structs Ti tus to in struct the older women to in -
struct the young women.

Con sider the age group in volved.  “Young women” re -
fers to those women who are able to bear chil dren or are still
rear ing chil dren.  Since women can bear chil dren well into
their for ties and the main du ties of rais ing a child last for
about twenty years, a woman un der sixty could be con sid -
ered “young” (1 Tim.5:9).  Hav ing pro vided the gen eral ref -
er ence to be “teach ers of good things” (v. 3), the apos tle Paul 
then ex pands on this phrase with spe cific di rec tions (vv. 4 -
5).  We, with Paul, must is sue a clar ion call to the older saints 
of the church – please teach and be an ex am ple of god li ness.  
JED.

Taken from “Feature” – Fundamental Evangelistic Assn.
Telephone 559 – 438-0080
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GOD keeps His Word
“I will cry unto God most high; unto God that

performeth all things for me” (Psa. 57:2).  “for thus saith the
LORD …I will visit you, and per form My good word to ward
you” (Jer. 29:10).  “for ev ery pur pose of the LORD shall be
per formed” (Jer. 51:29).  “For I am the LORD: I will speak,
and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be 
no more pro longed: …I (will) say the word, and will per form 
it: (Ezek. 12:25).  “I the LORD have spo ken it, and per formed

it” (Ezek. 37:14).  “Blessed be the LORD, that hath ….. (done)
ac cord ing to all that He prom ised: there hath not failed one
word of all His good prom ise, which He prom ised” (1 Kgs.

8:56).  “And be ing not weak in faith, (Abra ham) …stag gered
not at the prom ise of God through un be lief; but was strong
in faith, giv ing glory to God; and be ing fully per suaded that, 
what He had prom ised, He was able also to per form” (Rom.

4:19-21).  “for all the prom ises of God in Him are yea, and in
Him Amen, unto the glory of God” (2 Cor. 1:20).  “and this is
the prom ise that He hath prom ised us, even eter nal life” (1
Jn. 2:25).  “In hope of eter nal life, which God, that can not lie,
prom ised be fore the world be gan” (Ti tus 1:2).  “Let us hold
fast the pro fes sion of our faith with out wa ver ing; (for He is
faith ful that prom ised)” (Heb. 10:23).  “Be ing con fi dent of this 
very thing, that He which hath be gun a good work in you
will per form it un til the day of Je sus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).  Yes,
God keeps His Word.  Peo ple will lie, de ceive, and break
their prom ises, but God is al ways faith ful to His prom ise. 
Je sus is com ing back again.   It may be to day.  Are you
ready?  Are you saved?  Are you liv ing for Him?  PNF

Taken from “Feature,”– Fundamental Evangelistic Assn.
Telephone 559 – 438-0080
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Rel e vant?
God has not called the

Church to be Rel e vant, but
rather Re pen tant.

He has not called it to be Con -
formed to the World, but rather
to be Con formed to the im age of
the Son of God.



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Ford meets conditions; AFA suspends
boycott

AFA is sus pend ing the two year boy cott of Ford Mo tor
Com pany.  The con di tions of the orig i nal agree ment pre -
sented in Fall 2005 have been met.  We reached the con clu -
sion that Ford had met the con di tions of the agree ment based 
on mon i tor ing for sev eral months.

Dur ing the 24 months the boy cott was in ef fect, Ford
sales dropped an av er age of 8% per month.  The boy cott was 
not en tirely re spon si ble for the drop in sales, but it played a
very sig nif i cant role.

A to tal of 780,365 in di vid u als signed AFA’s Boy cott
Ford pe ti tion.

Ba sically Ford has met  the terms of the agree ment; a
few mi nor is sues yet re main and these, AFA says, they will
con tinue to bring to the at ten tion of Ford. 

U.S. abortions are the lowest in 30 years

Ac cord ing to a re port re leased Jan u ary 17, 2008 by
Guttmacher In sti tute.  Guttmacher of fered no ex pla na tion
for the de cline in abor tions, and var i ous the o ries were of -
fered by both abor tion rights and pro-life ad vo cates, ac cord -
ing to The Wash ing ton Post.

The Guttmacher study also showed that 22 per cent of all 
preg nan cies, not count ing mis car riages, re sulted in abor -
tions.  Forty-seven of all women who had abor tions had un -
der gone at least one pre vi ously.  About 33 per cent of all U.S. 
women will have an abor tion by age 45.

Selected

New Year Greetings To Israel From Bin
Laden

Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden threat ened di rect ter -
ror ist at tacks against Is rael in an au dio re cord ing posted on
the in ternet this week end.  The arch ter ror ist said he wanted
to “as sure our peo ple in Pal es tine that we will ex tend our ji -

had there.  We in tend to lib er ate Pal es tine, the whole of
Pal es tine from the Jor dan River to the sea.”  Is rael To day,
12/30/07

The Plans of the ELCA and the UMC
(United Methodist Church) to Pursue Full
Communion are Moving Forward

Chris tian Post, 1/18/08:  The United Meth od ist Church
(UMC) and the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica
(ELCA) will ask their mem bers to ap prove “full com mu -
nion” be tween the two bod ies start ing this spring.  Full com -
mu nion es sen tially means ac knowl edg ing one an other’s
min is tries as valid and want ing to be in volved in mu tual de -
ci sion-mak ing.  “Al though full com mu nion is a clear step
to wards full unity,” said a rank ing Meth od ist of fi cial, “we
don’t know what full unity is or can look like.”

If ap proved by the lead er ship of both church bod ies, the
res o lu tion for full com mu nion will be pre sented at the Meth -
od ist’s Gen eral Con fer ence April 29, 2008 and at the
ELCA’s Churchwide As sem bly Au gust 17-23, 2009 in Min -
ne ap o lis.

Ed i tor’s Note:  The ELCA has al ready en tered into full
com mu nion with the Epis co pal Church USA and the United
Church of Christ.  These re spec tive church bod ies now wel -
come each other’s mem bers to their re spec tive com mu nion
ta bles and ex change clergy.  The ELCA has also adopted the
Epis co pal Church’s con cept of the epis co pacy (ap os tolic
suc ces sion) for its clergy and bish ops.  Both the Epis co pal
Church and the United Church of Christ of fi cially per mit
prac tic ing ho mo sex u als to serve as clergy in their churches.

While the United Meth od ist Church has not yet of fi -
cially changed its pol icy sanc tion ing the or di na tion of ho -
mo sex ual clergy, in creas ingly they are per mit ting prac tic ing 
ho mo sex ual pas tors to serve con gre ga tions with out im pos -
ing dis ci pline.  The of fi cial ap proval for ho mo sex ual clergy
to serve ELCA con gre ga tions will likely be en dorsed at their 
2009 Churchwide As sem bly.  Lib eral con gre ga tions whose
mem ber ships are in de cline are now seek ing fel low ship with 
each other in an at tempt to take the fo cus off their losses and
show just how “in clu sive” they are.  “Birds of a feather” do
seem to flock to gether.  

The Vine and Branches
Pastor David Barnhart, Editor
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“The ungodly are not so:  but are like the chaff which the
wind driveth away.  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand

in judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the
righteous.  For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous:

but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”
(Psalm 1:4-6)



The US should pull out of Washington

“We’ve heard much dis cus sion lately about our mil i tary
in volve ment in var i ous places, and whether or not we can
mor ally jus tify our pres ent pol i cies  But I be lieve the prob -
lem is much more  pro found and all-in clu sive than the ques -
tion of whether or not we should send troops to one for eign
coun try or an other.  Con sider these sta tis tics, point ing to a
far more pro found weak ness, which un less we deal with it,
there is noth ing pos i tive that we could ever ac com plish in
the rest of the world.   ‘There has been a monthly av er age of
160,000 troops in the Iraq the ater of op er a tions dur ing the
last 22 months, and a to tal of 2,867 deaths.  This gives a fire -
arm death rate of 60 per 100,000 sol diers.  

The fire arm death rate in Wash ing ton DC is 80.6 per
l00,000 per sons for the same pe riod.  That means that you
are about 25% more likely to be shot and killed in the US
Capitol than you are in Iraq. Con clu sion:  The US should
pull out of Wash ing ton.”  (Cour tesy Kaye White) “If we
can not even main tain a cli mate of peace in our own na tion’s
cap i tal, what earthly good can we ac com plish in the rest of
the world?”  Ed Spurlin, of VIW Min is tries says, “If truth is
not ab so lute, then there is no such thing as truth.”  Sword &
Staff.

Selected.

McDonald’s 

Mc Don ald’s has signed on to a na tion wide ef fort to pro -
mote “gay” and “les bian” busi ness ven tures (in clud ing same 
sex mar riages), ac cord ing to Mc Don ald’s CEO Jim …,  Mc -
Don ald’s will ag gres sively pro mote the ho mo sex ual
agenda. 

Three in Four United States Mosques
preach Anti – West Extremism

(Se cret Sur vey Ex poses Wide spread Rad i cal ism)
An un der cover sur vey of more than 100 mosques and

Is lamic schools in Amer ica has ex posed wide spread rad i cal -
ism, in clud ing the alarm ing find ing that 3 in 4 Is lamic cen -
ters are hot beds of anti-West ern ex trem ism, World Net Daily 
has learned.

The Map ping Sharia in Amer ica Pro ject, spon sored by
the Wash ing ton-based Cen ter for Se cu rity Pol icy, has
trained for mer counterintelligence and counterterrorism
agents from the FBI, CIA and U.S. mil i tary, who are skilled
in Arabic and Urdu, to con duct un der cover re con nais sance
at some 2,300 mosques and Is lamic cen ters and schools
across the coun try.

“So far, of 100 mapped, 75 should be on a watch list,” an 
of fi cial fa mil iar with the pro ject said.

Many of the Is lamic cen ters are op er at ing un der the aus -
pices of the Saudi Ara bian gov ern ment and U.S. front
groups for the rad i cal Mus lim Broth er hood based in
Egypt…

Selected

American Atheists hold their national
convention on Easter weekend

An es ti mated 500 athe ists are ex pected to be proudly
wear ing their name tags around the Marriot City Cen ter Ho -
tel.  “Our move ment is where the gay move ment was 30
years ago,” said El len John son, pres i dent of the na tional as -
so ci a tion, from her of fice in New Jer sey.  “We still have a lot
of mem bers who are in the closet in terms of mak ing their
stance pub lic.  Peo ple have been dis owned for be ing athe -
ists.…”

The group ac knowl edged that some peo ple will be up set 
when they re al ize the athe ists are hold ing their con ven tion
over Easter week end. Both John son and Berk shire were ad -
a mant in say ing that there’s no hid den agenda in the tim ing. 

“It’s one of the few week ends dur ing the year that ho tels
are hurt ing for busi ness,” John son said. “The ho tels are so
empty that they bid for our busi ness. It [the tim ing] is all just
eco nomic.” She added with a laugh, “Be sides, it’s not like
we’re go ing to be do ing any thing else that week end.” 

For much the same rea son, an other lo cal athe ist or ga ni -
za tion, Athe ists for Hu man Rights, is spon sor ing a pub lic
fo rum fea tur ing Arvonne Fra ser on Easter Sunday… The
spon sor is the Min ne sota chap ter of the Athe ist Al li ance, the 
other ma jor na tional as so ci a tion.

Ev ery one does seem to agree that the num ber of athe ists
is grow ing, es pe cially among adults un der 25. A sur vey re-
leased two weeks ago by the Pew Fo rum on Re li gion and
Pub lic Life re ported that 19 per cent of re spon dents be tween
18 and 25 listed them selves as “sec u lar” rather than “re li -
gious.” In fact, the num bers were up in all age brack ets, al -
though not as rad i cally: 5 per cent for re spon dents over 60,
11 per cent for those 40 to 60 and 14 per cent for ages 25 to
40. “While it lumped ev ery one to gether un der ‘no re li gion,’
the Pew sur vey def i nitely showed that our num bers are go -
ing up,” Berk shire said, “and the in crease is huge among
young peo ple.” 

At the same time, books about athe ism are mak ing
waves – some might even say tidal waves – on the bestseller
lists. Be tween them, “The God De lu sion” by Rich ard
Dawkins (who will take part in next week end’s con ven tion)
and Chris to pher Hitchens’ “God Is Not Great” sold nearly a
mil lion books last year. Sam Har ris’ “Let ter to a Chris tian
Na tion” added an other 200,000. A new book, “God: The
Failed Hy poth e sis” by Vic tor Stenger, has climbed into the
top 25 on the New York Times list. 
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A lo cal athe ist talk show [in Min ne ap o lis] has been on
the air only two months, but is find ing its feet, said Berk -
shire, who pro duces the show, called “Athe ists Talk.”

Jeff Strickler
Star Tribune, March 15, 2008 

Ed i tor’s Note:  Per haps they should have held their con ven -
tion on April 1st, April Fools Day, be cause the Scrip ture
says, “The fool hath said in his heart there is no God.” (Ps.

14:1)

Gay Eighth Grader Murdered

Larry King was a gay eighth-grader who used to come
to school in makeup, high heels and earrings. And when the
other boys made fun of him, he would boldly tease them
right back by flirt ing with them. That may have been what
got him killed. 

On Feb. 12, an other stu dent, Brandon McInerney, 14,
shot him twice in the head in the com puter lab at their ju nior
high school, po lice say. 

Po lice would not dis cuss a mo tive. But the day be fore
the shoot ing, King told McInerney he liked him, eighth-
 grader Eduardo Segure told the Ventura County Star. If King 
had flirted with the other boy, “that can be very threat en ing
to some one’s ego and their sense of iden tity,” said Jaana
Juvonen, a psychology pro fes sor at the Uni ver sity of Cal i -
for nia, Los An geles. The crime – for which McInerney has
been charged as an adult – hor ri fied par ents, educators and
stu dents in the community and across the na tion. But ac -
cord ing to gay rights groups and ex perts on adolescent sex u -
al ity, it is the ex treme con se quence of a grow ing, but
of ten- ig nored phe nom e non. 

Re as sured by chang ing pop cul ture and easy ac cess to
infor ma tion on the Internet, the age of sex ual iden ti fi ca tion
has dropped over the last few de cades to the early teens and
as young as 10, ex perts say. 

“For years, rep re sen ta tions of ho mo sex u als were de vi -
ant, bleak, liv ing out side the mar gins of so ci ety. There were
no happy end ings. Now, we have El len DeGeneres host ing
the Acad emy Awards and RuPaul on the Home Shop ping
Network,” said Caitlin Ryan, di rec tor of the Fam ily Ac cep -
tance Pro ject at San Fran cisco State. “So, it’s no sur prise that 
young people would realize who they are at earlier ages,”
Ryan said. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, March 30, 2008
The Washington Post and Associated Press 

contributed to this report

Christian Ministry Fined $23,000 in Gay
Discrimination Case

One of Can ada’s larg est Chris tian min is tries ded i cated

to car ing for the dis abled was fined $23,000 re cently by the
Hu man Rights Tri bu nal of On tario for al leg edly dis crim i -
nat ing against a for mer ho mo sex ual em ployee.

[Ca na dian] Con gress Drops Bill Ex pand ing 
‘Hate Crime’ Pro tec tion to Gays 

Con nie Heintz claimed dis crim i na tion against Chris tian
Ho ri zons af ter she said she was “sub jected to a poi soned
work en vi ron ment” and pres sured into quit ting her job af ter
she en tered a ho mo sex ual re la tion ship –– which was in vi o -
la tion of her work con tract back in 2000.

In line with its Chris tian foun da tion and prin ci ples, the
min is try re quires that all its em ploy ees sign “mo ral ity state -
ments” vow ing to ab stain from im moral be hav ior, in clud ing
por nog ra phy, pre-mar i tal, ex tra-mar i tal, and ho mo sex ual
ac tiv ity as a con di tion of em ploy ment.

In a re cently made pub lic rul ing, Mi chael Gottheil, the
sin gle ad ju di ca tor rep re sent ing the Hu man Rights Tri bu nal
of On tario, ruled against Chris tian Ho ri zons, or der ing the
or ga ni za tion to pay Heintz $23,000 in fines plus two years
wages and ben e fits.

Gottheil also or dered that the or ga ni za tion aban don its
Chris tian prin ci ples bar ring ho mo sex ual be hav ior and is -
sued man dates that it be gin re quir ing all em ploy ees to at tend 
a ho mo sex ual ori ented “hu man rights train ing pro gram.”

In a state ment, Barbara Hall, the Chief Com mis sioner of 
the On tario Hu man Rights Com mis sion, wrote ap prov ingly
of the de ci sion by the tri bu nal.

“This de ci sion is im por tant be cause it sets out that when
faith-based and other or ga ni za tions move be yond serv ing
the in ter ests of their par tic u lar com mu nity to serv ing the
gen eral pub lic, the rights of oth ers, in clud ing em ploy ees,
must be re spected,” she said.

The Fam ily Re search Coun cil (FRC), how ever, crit i -
cized the re cent rul ing as yet an other at tack in the world wide 
ef fort to stamp out Chris tian ity.

“It sounds un fair, yet this is the same ra tio nale that’s
fuel ing the U.S. Em ploy ment Non-Dis crim i na tion Act
(ENDA) de bate. ENDA would man date em ployer tol er ance
of all forms of sex ual ori en ta tion in hir ing, fir ing, pro mo -
tion, and many Chris tian-ori ented busi nesses (such as book -
stores and ra dio sta tions) may not be pro tected by the bill’s
lim ited re li gious ex emp tion,” the FRC said in a state ment.

John Jalsevac, of LifeSiteNews.com, also wrote in cred -
u lously of the rul ing in a col umn.

“Con nie Heintz was n’t even fired. She re signed. And,
what is more, Heintz her self tes ti fied that her for mer boss at
CH ac tu ally tried to help her find an other job by pro vid ing
her with list ings of va can cies with other char i ties –– hardly
the ac tions of some one who is ‘‘ho mo pho bic,” he wrote.  “In 
the world of the Com mis sions, dog matic Chris tians are by
def i ni tion the big ots,” he added.

7



Founded in 1965 by a group of Chris tian par ents seek -
ing to care for their dis abled chil dren, Chris tian Ho ri zons is
one of the larg est or ga ni za tions in Can ada ded i cated to car -
ing for the dis abled, re ceiv ing about $75 mil lion an nu ally
through the On tario Min is try of Com mu nity and So cial Ser -
vices.

Joshua Goldberg
Christian Post Reporter 

Apr. 29 2008

Ed i tor’s Note:  It isn’t hard to see the hand writ ing on the
wall for what is go ing to be in store for us in Amer ica.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Hauge Movement in America
Au thors - S.S. Gjerde & P. Ljostveit 

THE SCRIPTURAL FOUNDATION:
Lay Ac tiv ity in the Early Church

We be gin with the mir a cle on Pen te cost, when the Holy
Spirit came and glo ri fied Je sus and led the dis ci ples into all
the truth.

Pen te cost is our spir i tual birth day.  Christ be came the
real and liv ing One.  His dis ci ples re ceived a new vi sion, a
new power and a new mes sage.  The un con verted fell un der
a deep con vic tion of sin.  They “had cru ci fied the Lord of
Glory.”  They cried to the breth ren for help and to God for
sal va tion, were saved and bap tized – 3,000 in one day.

May the fire of Pen te cost be kin dled in our hearts!  May
we carry that fire of the Holy Spirit out to all who are dead in 
tres passes and sins!  That has been the aim of all liv ing and
God-in spired lay ac tiv ity in all ages.   May sin ners re ceive
the sting of the Holy Spirit in their hearts!  May we pray for a 
new ex pe ri ence of Pen te cost!

The First Chris tian Church

In the first Chris tian church all were mem bers of one
fam ily, the fam ily of God’s peo ple.  All at tended the Gos pel
meet ings.  They could not get along with out the prayer
meet ing, even ev ery day.  They lived in the blessed and
sweet fel low ship of broth erly love.  Souls came to the Lord
ev ery day.  Their Gos pel meet ings, love-feasts, com mu nion, 
prayer meet ings, wor ship, all was done joy fully and in holy
sim plic ity, no spe cial vest ments, no chant ing, no high
church cer e mo nies.  But the Spirit-filled prayers, sim ple
songs of praise, and the tes ti mony of God’s peo ple could be
heard on ev ery hand.  Acts 2:42-47.

All In ner Mis sion and lay men’s work is a re turn ing to
the old foun tains.  A re turn to the per sonal ex pe ri ence of

con ver sion on Pen te cost.  A re turn to the love-life, Chris tian
fel low ship, the free prayer meet ing and tes ti mony meet ing
and old-time sim plic ity of the first Chris tian Church.  “Not
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord”. 
But only the ex pe ri ence of new birth and per sonal faith in
Christ led into God’s Church.  How is it now?

We are in dan ger of get ting stiff, stale and pet ri fied.  We
have di vi sions and mis un der stand ings among the breth ren;
some of us are lean ing to ward high- churchism, oth ers are
get ting over-crit i cal.  Self ish ness, love of honor with its
chill ing breeze, and love of the world are get ting in among
us.  Let us come back to the foun tains of the Holy Spirit in a
true re pen tance.  May our im pure and self ish hearts be
thawed up by the grace of God, the Chris tian fam ily fel low -
ship be re newed, and sin ners be con verted.

Copyright 1941
By the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion
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FAMILY (Fam ily Al tar)
DEVOTIONS

If you don’t have “fam ily de vo tions”
the chil dren will grow up think ing that
GOD is just an other op tion.  Is n’t it ‘very in -
ter est ing’ that we have time to watch TV, be 
on the com puter, take in sports, other ac -
tiv i ties, shop ping, etc; but we don’t have
time to gather the en tire fam ily to gether to
read/lis ten to what God says (the BIBLE).
We are too busy to pray to gether!  Pray ing
to gether has a bind ing in flu ence and ef fect!  
(What better place to seek for give ness, for
ex am ple)!!

It may not even look like the chil dren or
oth ers are get ting any thing out of this
‘prac tice’, BUT YES they do as God’s
WORD is not bound and it is the in cor rupt -
ible SEED from GOD, Him self!!!



What’s in a Cigarette?
When you light up, you’re smok ing more than to bacco.

Cig a rettes typ i cally con tain thou sands of chem i cals, such
as:

• Acetone – the active ingredient in nail polish
remover

• Ammonia – a household cleaner also used to make
fertilizers and explosives

• Arsenic – a poison used in many commercial weed
killers and pesticides

• Benzene – found in gasoline and also used in the
production of dyes, detergents and pesticides

• Carbon Monoxide – the poisonous fumes that come
out of a car’s tailpipe

• Cyanide – in its gas form, used to exterminate rats
on ships and in buildings

• Formaldehyde – a component of glue and adhesives 
used to make pressed wood products, as well as a
preservative in some types of paint

• Lead – commonly used in house paint but banned in 
1977 because of the danger it poses to children

• Vinyl chloride – used to make plastic products,
such as pipes and packaging materials

Taken from:  Healthy Attitudes from Medica,
Spring 2008

Fact:  To bacco smoke con tains more than 60 sub stances 
known to cause can cer.

Source:  National Cancer Institute

Fact:  Cig a rette smok ing causes 87 per cent of all lung
can cers.

Source:  National Cancer Institute, 2004

Fact:  Ev ery cig a rette smoked by a per son af ter the age
of thirty takes eleven min utes off his life.

Dr. Gerald Fletcher, 
Director of Internal Medicine, Atlanta

From the Medical Director

To bacco use, es pe cially cig a rettes, causes many kinds
of deadly can cer.  Lung can cer is the best known, but there
are oth ers as well.  Can cers of the mouth and tongue are

caused by to bacco.  Can cer of the blad der, also, is to bacco
re lated.  All of them are pain ful and deadly.

Smoking causes chronic bron chi tis and emphysema. 
These con di tions make breath ing dif fi cult, and they are per -
ma nent and pro gres sive.  Imag ine not be ing able to play the
sports that are so en joy able.  Or not be ing able to go shop -
ping, or play with your chil dren or grand chil dren.  You can
pre vent these con di tions,  Don't smoke!

Heart dis ease, in clud ing heart at tacks, chest pains with
ex er tion and se vere pal pi ta tions come from smok ing.  From
these come dis abil ity and death.  For the sake of your loved
ones who need you, don’t smoke…

Dr. Joseph Horozanieki,
Medical Director for Metropolitan Health Plan

Taken from LifeLines, February, 2008

Smoking Stars

Young teens that see ac tors smoke in the mov ies are
more likely to try to bacco.  U.S. re search ers reached that
con clu sion af ter sur vey ing more than 6,500 teens ages 10 to
14 years old.  An other sur prise:  The study found that youths 
are ex posed to smok ing mostly in mov ies rated G, PG and
PG-13.

Source:  Pediatrics

Should a Chris tian smoke?  The ev i dence is ob vi ous. 
The Scrip ture tells us, “Or do you not know that your body is 
a tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you. whom you have
from God, and that you re not your own?  For you have been
bought with a price:  there fore glo rify God in your body.” (1
Cor. 6:19-20)

It is clear from Scrip ture and from med i cal ev i dence that 
smok ing does not heal, but de stroys the phys i cal body
which God has given to us.  For the Chris tian, it is the very
Tem ple of God Him self.  The Holy Spirit co mes to re side
within ev ery true be liever.  No tice that He is called the
HOLY Spirit.  He wants His Tem ple to be set apart (holy) for 
His use.  He com mands His chil dren to glo rify Him in our
bod ies.

You likely know of peo ple whose lives have been cut
short be cause of smok ing.  Thank God that He can give the
Chris tian the power to over come this bad habit, as well as all 
bad hab its.  He does not com mand us to do what He does n’t
en able us to do.
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SENIOR SAINTS
Two Lady Washingtons

George Wash ing ton, whose fa ther died when George
was young, owed his good train ing to his mother, Mary Ball 
Wash ing ton.  Want ing her son to be come a righ teous man,
she taught him to love God and to kneel be side her morn ing
and night to say his prayers.  She also taught him al ways to
speak the truth and to do his duty.

His firm ness of char ac ter, too, came from his mother, as
the fol low ing in ci dent will show.

One day while look ing over some land in Vir ginia, one
of Gen eral Wash ing ton’s of fi cers came upon a fine team of
horses pull ing a plow driven by a large worker.

“Hello there,” called the of fi cer to the man.  “Those are
beau ti ful horses you are driv ing, just the kind I have been
look ing for.”

Wav ing his hand to ward the old man sion, the worker
said, “You better see the Mrs.”

The of fi cer drove up the road and soon was knock ing on
the man sion door.  When a pleas ant but stern-look ing
woman an swered the call, the of fi cer tipped his hat and said,
“Ma dame, I claim your horses in the name of the gov ern -
ment.”

“My horses?” she asked sur prised.  “You can not have
them.  I need them in the field.”

“I am sorry,” said the of fi cer, “but I must have them for
my chief.”

“Your chief!  Who is your chief?” she ques tioned.
Stand ing up straight, the of fi cer re plied con fi dently,

“Gen eral George Wash ing ton.”
Smiling the lady said, ”You tell George Wash ing ton that 

his mother says he can not have her horses.”
With a hum ble apol ogy, the of fi cer went away.
Mar tha Custis Wash ing ton, the wife of the Gen eral,

was a re fined woman and a good ex am ple to all.  Dur ing the
War of the Rev o lu tion, she de nied her self many things she
or di narily had and en joyed.  Of ten she wore a brown dress
and a speck led apron when re ceiv ing vis i tors.  She did not
want to dress up in fine clothes when sol diers were cry ing on 
true bat tle field.  Rather, she spent much time knit ting socks
for the bare footed men at Val ley Forge.

One time she en tered the hut of a ser geant and found
him ly ing on a heap of straw in a dy ing con di tion.  His wife
was be side him, cry ing.  Mrs. Wash ing ton gave them food
pre pared by her own hands.  Then, kneel ing down, she
prayed ear nestly with her sweet sol emn voice for them both.

When she passed by a line of troops, she would of ten
hear them call out, “God bless Lady Wash ing ton!” or “Long
live Lady Wash ing ton!”  They felt they could fight to their

very last drop of blood with a com mander whose wife also
loved them and did what she could for them.

No won der George Wash ing ton be came a great man,
sur rounded as he was by the good in flu ence of the two Lady
Washingtons.

Mrs. G. E. Fearson
Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

WHEN AT LAST
Oswald J. Smith

When at last grown tired and weary
With the toil of many years,
I shall go to dwell in Glory,
Far be yond this vale of tears,
I will find my sor rows ended
And my tri als for ever o’er, 
For the Sav iour will be with me,
He will leave me nev er more.

When at last the dear home faces
Van ish from my fad ing sight
And I bid fare well for ever
To this world of sin and night,
I shall see, amid the Glory,
Faces that I used to know
And await the joy ful com ing 
Of the dear ones left be low.

When at last I rise tri um phant
To the many man sions fair
And be hold my Sav iour stand ing
By the por tals over there,
I will be re ward suf fi cient
Just to gaze upon his face,
Just to learn the hid den se cret
Of His match less, sav ing grace.
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Is There Not A Cause?
By  Theo. Knutson, Norma, N.D.

WHEN Is rael was con founded by the threat en ing
Philistine army which came up against her in the shadow of
the pow er ful gi ant, Go li ath, Da vid, in the Spirit of God,
came upon the scene only to be thrust aside by his own
breth ren.  But one who has gone forth in the power of the
Spirit has a zeal for the cause of God, and is not so eas ily dis -
cour aged.  Nei ther is it a small mat ter to defy the ar mies of
the Liv ing God.  There fore we must say as did the strip ling,
Da vid:  Is there not a cause?” (1 Sam uel 17:29)

When a man who has gone forth in the Spirit of God to
“cry aloud” against the apos tasy of our day, as has our be -
loved brother in Christ, Pas tor Haakonson, he is then ac -
cused of un con trolled crit i cism of the es tab lished church,
and is ac cused of add ing poi son of hate to the soul re fresh ing 
streams that ought to be kept pure, and his de voted ef forts
are com pared to the tac tics of the Je ho vah Wit ness.  One is
re minded how Je sus was ac cused by the “brass” of the es tab -
lished church of 31 A.D. of cast ing out dev ils by Beel ze bub,
how Lu ther was ac cused of her esy by the pope and his prel -
ates, and now Hauge and Bun yan were shame fully im pris -
oned for ex pos ing and re buk ing the sleep ing and
self- sat is fied clergy of their day.

The preacher who thinks he can preach the whole coun -
cil of God with out caus ing any dis tur bance is to be pit -
ied.“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! 
For so did their fa thers to the false proph ets.”  (Luke 6:26)

Has the cry ing of our brother, the ed i tor of MORNING
GLORY, been too loud, too per sis tent.?  If the shoe fits, why
don’t the …Pas tors lace it up and then try to make up some
lost time?  Is there not a cause when Lu ther ans can no lon ger 
give to the church bud get lest a cer tain per cent be des ig nated 
to the W.C.C. con glom er a tion; an or ga ni za tion whose lead -
ers for the most part rid i cule the blood atone ment?  I know
not what course oth ers may take, but as for me and my house 
not a cop per shall ever wit tingly go to any church or other
or ga ni za tion thus af fil i ated.

Is there not a cause when a Bi ble teacher from one of our 
bi ble schools vis its a lo cal con gre ga tion, preaches two ser -
mons a day for five days, us ing heart search ing and chal -
leng ing texts such as:  “There fore if any man be in Christ
Je sus, he is a new crea ture: old things are passed away be -
hold all things are be come new.”  (II Cor. 5:17) – with out ap -
ply ing it to those to whom he was preach ing, but rather
dwelt on how the gos pel had af fected the hea then: they had
laid down their spears, picked up their Bi bles, built
churches, etc.  All of which was good as far as it went; but
here he was preach ing to a con gre ga tion of which ev ery

coun cil mem ber was a Ma son!  And ex cept for a de vout
Anna here and a piet ist ic Sim eon there, the whole con gre ga -
tion be longed to the un con verted mass which are headed for
eter nal dam na tion; yet, be cause of fear of man or some other 
in ex pli ca ble rea son, he re fused to ei ther hint or im ply in any
way that per haps some one in the au di ence was out side of
Christ.  But for him there could be “life for a look at the Cru -
ci fied One.”  But for him old things could pass away and
through the sal va tion ex pe ri ence all things could be come
new.  Ac cord ing to his ser mons there was not a soul in the
church that was not “a dear Chris tian friend.”   This sort of
thing is what makes some of us com plain that so of ten the
ser mons of our day “how ever fun da men tal” seem to have a
hol low sound.  

It is, by no means, only in the twen ti eth cen tury that
Chris tian men have been ac cused of hatemongering for dar -
ing to op pose those who are mak ing mer chan dise of mul ti -
tudes and lead ing them on the broad way to per di tion.

Why are we al ways turn ing the wrong end to?  Let us be
re al is tic!  Let us be kind!  Let us be hon est!  Who is roil ing
the streams of unity?  Who is driv ing wedges be tween breth -
ren?  Who is caus ing di vi sion?  Is it the one who “cries
aloud” when er ror is de tected, or is it the one who is re spon -
si ble for and tries to cover up er ror?  We are not talk ing
about sins of weak ness, but rather, the sins that are ex cused
and em braced.

The prophet Eli jah had guided, ad mon ished, in ter ceded
for and la bored with, oh yes, and  “cried aloud” against the
sins of Is rael; he was a light and a salt and loved his coun try -
men dearly.  God only knows how much time he spent on his 
knees in be half of Ahab and Jezebel, and yet, when pun ish -
ment had to come be cause of the wick ed ness of the King and 
Queen es pe cially, and the na tion as a whole, how does the
King greet the Prophet when they sud denly meet?  We’d
never guess, if we had not read the story: “Art thou he that
troubleth Is rael?”

The Prophet Jer e miah must have got ten some of the
same treat ment when he com plained: Woe is me my mother,
that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of con ten -
tion to the whole earth!  I have nei ther lent on usury, nor
men have lent to me on usury; yet ev ery one of them doth
curse me.” (Jer.15:10)

Mo ses was the cho sen ves sel of God through whom the
great ex o dus was to be ef fected; ac com pa ny ing signs and
won ders con firmed his com mis sion.   How could there pos -
si bly be a man in Is rael who would doubt his lead er ship? 
Yet, when their bur dens were in creased be cause of Pha -
raoh’s stub born ness and de fi ance of God, who should get
the blame, but Mo ses!
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May we rally to the side of a dear brother (min is try) who is 
ear nestly con tend ing for the faith.  May we gladly hold up the
prophet’s (min is tries) hands.  Is there not a cause?

Morning Glory, April 1, 1959

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Where Are You Looking?
“Look unto Me, and be ye saved” (Isa. 45:22)

Many Lu theran pas tors and church lead ers are tell ing their 
peo ple, “Re mem ber your bap tism,” or “Look to your bap -
tism.”  When ever the is sue of sal va tion or as sur ance of sal va -
tion co mes up, this is where peo ple are di rected to look.  The
gen eral rea son ing goes some thing like this, “God re gen er ated
you at your bap tism.  It was there that you be came God’s child.  
It was some thing He did, not you.  As long as you have con -
firmed that you have re mained in that cov e nant, you are a
Chris tian to day and headed for heaven.  If you have doubts,
then sim ply look again to your bap tism and re mem ber what
God did for you there.”  

It can even carry to the point where pas tors will put the
bap tis mal fount in front of the cas ket at a fu neral.  They re cite
a lit urgy that goes some thing like this:  “The de ceased is in
heaven to day be cause they were bap tized into Christ.  As
Christ rose from the dead, so they have risen with Him and are
in heaven to day.”  Bap tism did it all.

We in the Lu theran Church be lieve that the Scrip tures
teach that bap tism is a means of Grace.  It is a means that God
works through.  Yet, there still must be a per sonal con ver sion
in the life of the bap tized, or there will be no spir i tual life.  It is
the same as the Word of God.  It is THE means of grace.  The
Scrip ture says in 1 Pe ter 1:23, “For you have been born again
not of seed which is per ish able but im per ish able, that is,
through the liv ing and abid ing Word of God.”  The grace of
God is pres ent through the Word (as in bap tism), but are we
go ing to say then that ev ery one who has heard the Word of
God is saved?  No, it is only those who per son ally re spond to
the of fered grace who come alive spir i tu ally.  So is the case
with bap tism.

In other words, I must look to my per sonal faith in Je sus,
not to my bap tism.  No where in the Scrip tures are we told to 
“Look to your bap tism” or “Re mem ber your bap tism.”
Rather, we are told to Look unto Je sus, “Look ing unto Je sus,
the au thor and fin isher of our faith…” (Heb. 12:2).  We are told
to re mem ber Je sus, “Re mem ber Je sus Christ, risen from the
dead, de scen dant of Da vid, ac cord ing to my gos pel.” (2 Tim.

2:8)  It is clear from these and other Scrip tures that our sal va -
tion is by faith in Je sus Christ.  He is the only One who can
save us.  If you do not have faith in Je sus Christ, you will not
be saved, even if you have been bap tized.  Je sus Him self stated 
this in Mark 16:16, “He who be lieves and is bap tized will be

saved, but who ever does not be lieve will be damned.”  No tice
that Je sus did n’t sim ply say, “Who ever is bap tized will be
saved,” but it is the one be liev ing in Christ and be ing bap tized
who will be saved.

For those brought to Christ in bap tism at a young age, they
must come to a per sonal re pen tance of sin and trust in Je sus
Christ as their own per sonal Sav ior.  If this does n’t hap pen when
they come to the age of un der stand ing, they will fall away from
the Lord and not be saved.  It is fu tile to tell peo ple that they are
saved to day be cause God worked in them once through bap tism.

What is it to be lieve in Je sus, that is to have sav ing faith in
Je sus?  The Scrip tures are clear about this.  “Test your selves to
see if you are in the faith, ex am ine your selves!  Or do you not
rec og nize this about your selves, that Je sus Christ is in you—un -
less in deed you fail the test.” (2 Cor. 13:5)  The Scrip tural test for
faith is not to see if I am bap tized, but if Christ is in me.  “He
came to His own, and those who were His own did not re ceive
Him.  But as many as re ceived Him, to them He gave the right to
be come chil dren of God, even to those who be lieve in His
name” (John 1:11-12).  The Bib li cal test of whether you are God’s
child is whether you have re ceived Christ.  In verse 12, be liev -
ing in Christ is equated with re ceiv ing Christ.

Even the Cat e chism is clear as to what sav ing faith in
Christ is:  “Q:  What is the true and liv ing faith in Je sus
Christ?  A:  This is faith, that a re pen tant sin ner lays hold
of Christ as his only Sav ior from Sin, and death, and the
power of Sa tan; that he takes ref uge with Christ and His
righ teous ness, and builds thereon with the con fi dence of
his whole heart.”  It is re pen tance of sin and a faith that does
not just ac knowl edge that Christ died for my sins, but a true
and liv ing faith is one that co mes to Christ and re ceives Him as 
per sonal Lord and Sav ior.

Notice in all of these that it is my per sonal faith in Christ
that is brought into ques tion, not the fact that I have been bap -
tized.  Mul ti tudes of Lu ther ans (and other de nom i na tions which 
prac tice in fant bap tism) are some how led to be lieve that their
bap tis mal cer tif i cate is their ticket to heaven.  This is why
preach ers can preach any body into heaven at their fu neral, as
long as they were bap tized, re gard less of what they per son ally
be lieved or how they lived.  The whole is sue of con ver sion of
heart and life to the Lord is never men tioned.

In stead of look ing to your bap tism, look in stead to day at
your faith in the Lord Je sus Christ.  Are you liv ing in re pen -
tance of your sin?  Is Christ in your heart?  Have you come to
Him and re ceived Him as Sav ior from your sin?  Are you fol -
low ing Him as Lord of your life?   Pas tor Jim Haga
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“And this is eter nal life, that they might know thee,
the only true God, and Je sus Christ, whom Thou

hast sent.” 
(John 17:3)
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Je sus Only
“And lift ing up their eyes, they saw no one, save Je sus only.” (Matt. 17:8)

Je sus only on the moun tain, Je sus only on the sea,
Je sus only in the val ley, There in dark Geth sema ne,
Je sus only up to Cal-v’ry, Je sus only on the cross,
Je sus only in all suff ’ring, All things else are empty
dross.

Je sus only in life’s eve ning, Je sus only gives me rest, 
Je sus only can sup port me, When the sun sinks in
the west.  Je sus only in the morn ing Of that vast
eter nity, There reveal’d in glo ri ous splen dor, In the
home He won for me.

“Mem o ries” are a won der ful gift from HIM who
changes not!  The above ‘song’ was writ ten by Dr. Sam uel
Miller, the founder and leader of the Lu theran Bi ble In sti tute 
(LBI) in Min ne ap o lis, which was “re ally” founded upon the
knees of a ‘few’ bur dened/con cerned sin ners saved by
GRACE!  (We sang this won der ful hymn many times as a
stu dent ‘many’ years ago!)  

Just re cently we were priv i leged to gather at Trin ity Lu -
theran Church of For est City, Iowa for a brief Bi ble Con fer -
ence.  We def i nitely re ceived solid Bi ble preach ing of the
Law and Gos pel (in Love). There were nu mer ous out stand -
ing ‘bless ings’; but from my per spec tive, sin gu larly the
warm Chris tian fel low ship was out stand ing.  AND to think
that it was through the lead er ship of the Holy Spirit to bring
‘sin ners’ saved by GRACE to ‘gather to gether’ for Chris tian
fel low ship of a kin dred spirit! This is all ac com plished
through the royal bloodship of our Sav iour!  Our many ‘con -
cerns and bur dens’ brought us to gether to share with one an -
other!  I be lieve the ‘open ness’ was pleas ing to our
Sov er eign KING!  Malachi 3:16 “Then those who feared
the LORD spoke to one an other, And the LORD lis tened, 
and heard them; So a book of re mem brance was writ ten
be fore Him For those who fear the LORD And who med -
i tate on His name”.  What AMAZING GRACE!  But of
course we must not min i mize the vi tal im por tance of the
Word of God which must be cen tral in our daily walk with
Je sus when we gather to gether with ‘oth ers’ in Wor ship,
Mid week Bi ble Stud ies, etc.  We en joyed spe cial mu sic and
gra cious Chris tian hos pi tal ity - PTL.

As I write this ed i to rial I am re minded of the ‘be liev ers’
as they walked on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24:13-34.  Let
us quickly no tice a num ber of things that took place then:

v. 14 – Open heartedly they ‘walked to gether’ and
shared what had hap pened in Je ru sa lem.  

v. 15 – As they ‘con versed’ and ‘rea soned’ - hu man rea -
son ing is the great est hinderance to a ‘liv ing faith’ that
JESUS drew near.

v. 16 – their eyes were re strained.

v. 17-18 – It is good to ask sig nif i cant ques tions and then 
op por tu nity is given for fur ther en light en ment.

v. 19 – To day, sad to say, there are ‘many’ who talk the
talk, but do not walk the walk; BUT that is not true of our
Lord, Sav ior and King as HE is ab so lute and con sis tent in
‘deed and word’.

v. 20 – It was our sins (mine) that caused HIM to be cru -
ci fied; but no tice the ‘in stru ments’ - the un con verted re li -
gious lead ers of that day.

v. 21 – Ac knowl edg ing Scrip ture as the fi nal and ab so -
lute au thor ity.

v. 22 -24 – The world says “show me and I will be lieve”
BUT the Scrip tures tells us “be lieve Me and I will show
you”! 

v. 25-26 – How “un be lief” is a great hin drance to a ‘liv -
ing faith’ and how we need to take ‘hu man rea son ing’ in cap -
tiv ity in obe di ence to the Word of God as it will take place
just as HE said (v.24).

v. 27 – How we NEED to hear and read the whole coun -
sel of God in LOVE. 

v. 28 - 29 – I like the word “con strained Him” as JESUS
will not force Him self on any one body, as we are fallen sin -
ners through and through and YET HE will en able us to re -
spond pos i tively to His call ing and will, 

v.30 – con sis tency.

v. 31 – THEN their eyes were opened.   JESUS is the
great est ‘eye-spe cial ist’ and HE ad mon ishes US to anoint
our ‘eyes’ with ‘eye-slave’ that we may SEE - Rev e la tion
3:18. 

v. 32 – How you and I NEED this kind of ‘heart-burn’
where re lief is not spelled Rolaids.  

v. 33 – Fresh ness, ur gency and quick ness.

v. 34-35 – THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED!!!!! We
serve a risen Sav iour who is com ing again! - SO Bi ble
Con fer ences can be a lit tle ‘fore taste’ of the blessed, pu ri fy -
ing fu ture of a true child of God!  We know that we have
passed from death to life, be cause we love the breth ren. 
He who does not love his brother abides in death.”  1 John 
3:12.  How we NEED to pray that GOD will re kin dle this
Heart burn within each one of us!

A blessed Bi ble Con fer ence was in deed ex pe ri enced
and all Glory To His Name! 

 By faith are you per son ally ‘walk ing’ with JESUS??  It
will not al ways be easy; but in the end it will be worth it all!
WHEN WE SEE JESUS!  What will you ‘hear’ then
from HIM?



From our Fellowship Circle

I. C. Maxbass, N. D.
En closed is $ …  I would like to re ceive the books “Mir ror of 
The Heart” and “Sin ners In The Hands of An An gry God”
and hope fully this cov ers the cost of the books and post age.

We do so en joy the Morn ing Glory mag a zine and I must read 
it cover to cover when it co mes in the mail.  Keep up the
good, in spi ra tional work!

E. N. Du luth, MN
Praise God for the keep ing power!  More and more I ap pre -
ci ate the power of God through prayer.

A teen ager and his Mother stopped to visit me and both of
them have been on my prayer list (daily).  Ac tu ally I had
been pray ing for them for over seven years!  Praise the Lord
as they came by to tell me that they now know Je sus as their
per sonal Sav ior and Lord.  Also, the hus band and fa ther has
shown change from bit ter ha tred and an ger to a soft en ing,
ques tion ing at ti tude; as he calls me …

My prayer part ner, a bus driver, and I pray daily for a long
list of folk by us ing the tele phone.  This bus driver has been
such an en cour age ment and bless ing to me; as this per son
freely quotes Scrip ture …

Just think of it, a dis abled al most 91 year-old reach ing out to
the hurt ing all be cause of the power of a Mighty God who
an swers her prayers!  Mar vel ous mercy and GRACE!  Yes,
and such pub li ca tions as the Morn ing Glory!

Ed i tor’s Note:  What an en cour ag ing, timely let ter and be -
ing re minded God an swers ear nest prayer of be liev ers and
that HE Saves, keeps and sat is fies!  Please read Psalm
92:12-15.  There is no place of ‘re tire ment’ in the work of
the King dom of God on this side of ETERNITY for a child
of God!  What GRACE, priv i lege and re spon si bil ity!

E. T. Grand Forks, N. D. 
En closed is my church for $…. for the min is try of the Morn -
ing Glory.  Would you please send the Morn ing Glory to … 
Thank you.  God bless you richly in the Work and that it may 
be to the Sal va tion of Pre cious Souls!

E. G.
I am 89 years old and have health prob lems, but I’m trust ing
in the Lord to up hold me dur ing my re main ing days.  I am
trust ing in the Lord to for give me for my fail ure and sin and
pray that I may be a wit ness for Him dur ing my re main ing
days.

Thank you for a good pub li ca tion which my par ents also
sub scribed to many long years ago.

L. H. Lakefield, MN
Thank you for send ing the Morn ing Glory as it is a real
bless ing to me and af ter I have read it, I give it unto an other. 
God bless you for work ing for Him!

O. R. Langdon, ND
Thank you so much for this won der ful mag a zine.  There is
ab so lutely noth ing better than the ‘Old Time Chris tian ity’. 
Praise to God for you folk that are send ing out to us this
down to earth mag a zine.  I wish I could help you more.

O.T. New port, NC
God bless all of you “Morn ing Glory” staff ers.  Thank you
for your ser mons and ar ti cles that turn our thoughts to Christ 
Je sus.  I wish my do na tion could be more.

M. B. Por tage, WI
I en joy re ceiv ing the “Morn ing Glory”.  It is so good to
know there are those who are will ing to speak the truth.  We
are liv ing in per il ous times.  God Bless you richly.

I.L. Williston, ND
Gift of…Thanks for your fine pa per.

G.N. Owatonna, MN
Thank you for a great job.  I read ev ery page and then pass it
on to oth ers.

B&E K Prince ton, MN
The en closed check is late in com ing as I was un der the mis -
con cep tion that when the “MG” men tions “Sub scrip tion Re -
new als” that I would re ceive a no tice in the mail.  But you
clar i fied your prac tice re gard ing this mat ter over the phone
to me. (Do na tion of at least $1/year-Ed i tor)… While not be -
ing Lu theran my self, I find the is sues to be both in for ma tive
as well as in spi ra tional… May the good work you folks are
do ing con tinue un til the Lord re turns for His bride! Sin -
cerely in Christ.
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“I know mine, and mine own know me”
(John 10:14)

Do you not hear the re joic ing of Je sus in these words:
“Mine own know me !” He goes be fore them, and the sheep
fol low Him be cause they know His voice, He says in the
verses im me di ately pre ced ing. 

The Good Shep herd does not drive His sheep; He goes
be fore them and ap peals to them to fol low Him. They hear
His voice and rec og nize it. In deed, among all the voices of
earth they can dis tin guish His voice. 

They hear His voice in the Word. Through out the whole
Bi ble they hear the mel ody of heaven. Wow and then they go 
with Him up to Mount Ta bor, where they see and hear things 
so un speak able in their im port that their hearts ex ult with an
ex ul ta tion for which they can not find ut ter ance. 

At other times He speaks to them with such se ver ity and
strict ness that their souls trem ble and their tears flow. But
they lis ten; and they want to lis ten. They do not per mit
them selves to be fright ened by what they hear, but pray un -
ceas ingly: “Lord, speak, Thy ser vant heareth.” 

Now and then they do not hear His voice at all, ei ther in
the Word or in prayer! He hides His face from them. Ac cord -
ing to His own word: “ A lit tle while, and ye be hold me no
more; and again a lit tle while, and ye shall see me.” 

But at such a time, too, it be comes ap par ent how at -
tached they are to Him. They be come sad, dis mayed, and
bewildered, and do not know what to do with them selves.
Now it be comes man i fest that they are giv ing ut ter ance to
the full, per sonal truth when they sing: 

“Je sus, Thou art mine for ever, 
Dearer far than earth to me.” 

They know of no greater joy than to live their daily life
in His holy pres ence and thus, at work and at rest, in joy and
in sor row, in pros per ity and in ad ver sity, to hear His voice;
and through out ev ery hour of the day to be admonished
against sin, to be re buked for dis obe di ence, to be taught to
fear that which is evil, and to be led by the Good Shep herd. 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby

Ed i tor’s Note:  Note that Dr. Hallesby cor rectly iden ti fies
the re la tion ship be tween the sheep and the Shep herd:  He
leads and bids us to fol low.  He does not drive His sheep. 
This shows us the folly of the pop u lar work:  The Pur pose
Driven Life by Rick War ren.  Je sus does not drive us with a
pur pose, like a cat tle drive.  Rather He goes ahead, lead ing
us to do His will for our lives.
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Up Date

Ac tiv i ties!
In our day and age we have an abun dance of ‘ac -

tiv i ties’ and es pe cially this time of the year!  Be it in
the church or in our in di vid ual lives!  For ex am ple:
Grad u a tions, Con fir ma tion Ser vices, Birth days,
Show ers, An ni ver sa ries, Wed dings, etc.  AND ALL
of these ‘ac tiv i ties’ may be good as long as they are in
their proper pri or i ties.  By the way, don’t for get to
share a last ing gift with them like the Morn ing
Glory!

BUT please keep in mind, even though we hus tle
and bus tle in seek ing to take in many good things, the
ex penses of the Morn ing Glory con tinue just the
same; which is a por tion of our Lord’s King dom
Work!  We  would ap pre ci ate hear ing from YOU, that 
you are pray ing for this ‘min is try’ and shar ing fi nan -
cially as the Lord lays on your heart.  (The com ing
months can be a con cern and even a hard ship for ‘us’;
but it does n’t have to be that way!)  It is our priv i lege
to WATER (Es pe cially PRAYER, as ‘spring rains’
greatly as sist in the growth and fru ition of the crop)
and PLANT, (which is def i nitely plant ing the In cor -
rupt ible SEED and we need your ‘faith ful’ fi nan cial
sup port to do the same) AND GOD has prom ised to
give the in crease!  Yes, we are seek ing to do God’s
Work in God’s Way and re ceive God’s Bless ings in
shar ing the old time MESSAGE in which we make NO 
apol o gies for!  Re mem ber, God ALWAYS keeps His
PROMISES!

Can we count on hear ing from YOU?  The LORD 
BLESS YOU!

Feb ru ary In come for the Morn ing Glory is =
$1,625.00 (in cludes book do na tions).

March In come for the Morn ing Glory is = $1,513.00
(in cludes book do na tions).

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is ap prox i -
mately $2,375.

P.S. Re mem ber the dates of the An nual Con fer ence
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion is:
June 27 - 29, 2008 (Lord will ing) at Em man uel Lu -
theran Church of ru ral Wanamingo, MN.
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Vol ume XC•Num ber 4 • May 2008 
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
HAUGE LUTHERAN INNERMISSION

FEDERATION

When?  June 27 – 29, 2008

Where?  Em man uel Lu theran Church
   Ru ral Wanamingo, MN.

Host Pas tor: Pas tor Mar tin Horn

SCHEDULE:

Fri day, June 27 at 7:30 p.m. — Guest Speaker
Pas tor Omar Gjerness, (Fergus Falls, MN)

  Re fresh ments fol low ing the ser vice

Sat ur day, June 28 at 9:15 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. =
Prayer Time

9:40 a.m. – 10:35 a.m. = Pas tor Rodney Stueland

10:35 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. = Re fresh ments

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. = Pas tor Mar tin Horn

12 (noon) – Pot luck meal at the Church

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. = Pas tor Rodney Stueland

2:15 p.m. – 3 p.m. = Fel low ship Time, Tes ti mo -
nies, Gos pel Songs & Hymns

3 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. = Re fresh ments

3:30 p.m. – An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion and HLIF Board Meet ing
fol low ing

7:30 p.m. = Pas tor Omar Gjerness

  Re fresh ments fol low ing the ser vice

Sunday, June 29

WORSHIP SERVICE: Pas tor Omar Gjerness

Ac com mo da tions Sug ges tion:
 Mo tel at Wanamingo, Minn.

Theme & Theme Song:  JESUS ONLY

You are ‘urged’ and very WELCOME to At tend – WE 
be lieve that YOU will be richly blessed in do ing so!!!

P.S. IF con ve nient, please bring ‘good ies’ for ‘Re -
fresh ment times’.  We are SEEKING to do God’s
Work, in God’s Way, and thus are grate ful for God’s
Bless ings and we make NO Apol o gies for the old
time Chris tian ity in Prac tice!

Can “we” count on ‘you’ for prayer sup port, at ten -
dance and en cour age ment?

WELCOME!
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AVAILABLE
For tu nately we have a Gos pel Tent avail able at

your re quest, Guest Speak ers to lead Bi ble Stud ies,
have Fel low ship Gath er ings and Evan ge lis tic Meet -
ings or Bi ble Con fer ences.  Let us know IF we can be
of as sis tance to you in the work of the Kingdom of
God!

Make Plans now to at tend Evan ge lis tic Meet ings
in this tent at Wanamingo, MN  in Au gust, 2008.  Pas -
tor Terry Olson will be the speaker.  Please be gin to
pray for these meet ings, for Pas tor Olson, and for the
Lord to be at work in him and in the peo ple who need
to come and hear the Word of God and be saved.  Pray 
also for the Chris tians to be blessed and chal lenged to
a deeper walk with the Lord.


